Comparing uninsured and privately insured hospital patients: admission severity, health outcomes and resource use.
This paper compares uninsured hospital patients with privately insured patients in terms of severity of illness on admission, emergency department use, leaving the hospital against medical advice, length of stay, and in-hospital mortality and morbidity rates. This cross-sectional study includes 29,237 admissions to 100 US hospitals in 1993 and 1994. We found that uninsured patients are sicker, indicating that hospitals should expect uninsured patients to have increased service needs. Our results indicate that the uninsured exhibit higher likelihood of leaving against medical advice, shorter lengths of stay and poorer health outcomes suggest that the uninsured may not be receiving necessary care. Further studies are needed.